
08/29/2005 

 
Review of Carport Enclosures for legal non-conforming sites in R1-7 
residential districts (where the building footprint is not enlarged or 
extended) 
 
 
 
Per Zoning Administrator Randy Grant: 
 
The city’s policy for issuing planning approvals for carport enclosures in R1-7 
districts is based on the fact that a number of homes in the R1-7 district were 
permitted through Maricopa County and later annexed into Scottsdale.  At the 
time of annexation, these homes were in the County’s R1-6 zoning designation.  
The closest approximation to this district per Scottsdale’s Zoning Ordinance is 
R1-7, so these homes were given the R1-7 designation. 
 
The property development standards for the R1-7 zoning district require a 5’ 
minimum side yard setback and an aggregate side yard width of at least 14’.  
Many of the homes that were annexed from the County do not comply with the 
required setbacks and are considered legal nonconforming.   
 
Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance Sec. 1.1304 prohibits the ‘enlargement, extension, 
reconstruction or structural alteration of a nonconforming structure’.  However, 
the enclosure of the existing carport does not enlarge or extend the existing 
building footprint, or increase the living area of the residence; therefore, it is the 
Zoning Administrator’s interpretation that a building variance is not needed in this 
case. 
 
Property owners wishing to enclose their carport may apply for a building permit 
by attaching a copy of this letter along with the required drawings as outlined in 
the enclosed ‘Residential Carport Enclosure to Garage Details’.  Please ask for 
the On Call Counter Reviewer at the One Stop Shop (7447 E. Indian School, 
Suite 105).  The On Call Counter Reviewer is available Monday through Friday 
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. (10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays).  
 
It is important to note, that while this letter grants planning approval for 
carport enclosures for legal non-conforming properties in R1-7 districts, all 
construction is required to meet Scottsdale building code. 
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